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From early beginnings in 1935 to 2025.

Background and Content

The document ‘A Brief History of the Narwhals Golfing Society , 1935 -2025’ provides a summary 

of the society’s activities, links with partner societies, teams and clubs on a decade by decade 

basis. It also celebrates  members’ achievements at a national level. It is a reminder of how 

successful the society has been since its inception in 1935, not only recalling some of its most 

illustrious members, but also on the strong links and time honoured relationships established 

with our ‘Partner Societies’ and golf clubs.

The purpose of this presentation is to record and reflect on some past events and celebrate 

members’ successes at Club, County and Regional levels. In contrast to the ‘Brief History’ 

document, this presentation traces the history in more detail and includes newspaper reports, 

minutes of meetings and match reports, plus numerous photographs, many of which have been 

submitted by our members. This pictorial archive represents the rich history of the Narwhals as 

the second oldest golfing society in Wales; that accolade belongs to the Erratics Golfing Society 

(Royal Porthcawl) which was formed in 1924.
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The origin of the Narwhals  

Golfing Society in 1935
This newspaper cutting appears on 

the inside cover of the Secretary’s 

Green Book (1954 – 1984).

Transcript 

STRONG TEAM WITH LOW HANDICAP

The proposed North Wales Amateur 

Golfers’ Association is now an 

accomplished fact.

Fourteen clubs were represented at the 

meeting held to discuss the formation of 

the association, and they were 

unanimously in favour.

The first president of the association is 

Mr F K M Ewart, the popular captain of 

Prestatyn club. Mr C H Eaves (Prestatyn) 

has been elected secretary and Mr Guy 

Randel (Colwyn Bay) treasurer.

The committee is: Mr Charles C Marsden 

(Wrexham), Mr J L Black (Rhos-on-Sea), 

Mr Sam Roberts (Prestatyn), Major C 

Arnold (Llandudno) and Mr Douglas Hall 

(Bangor)

‘It was decided to limit 

the membership of the 

association to amateur 

members of a club in the 

North Wales area, and 

who have a single-figure 

handicap The Association 

team will be known as 

‘The Narwhals.’ A 

Narwhal, incidentally, is a 

species of whale which 

devours everything it 

meets!’
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Chester Chronicle 27th July, 1935.

The second match!

Venue: Sealand Golf Club

against a team from Chester Golf Club.

The first Narwhals match was played in 

1935 against I T Thomas’s Team. 

Unfortunately, despite lengthy research, no 

record appears in local or regional 

newspapers to report on this event.  

However, the report opposite confirms that 

the Narwhals Golfing Society was active in 

1935. This is a report on the second match 

ever played by the Narwhals.

Ivor S.Thomas, famous Old Lerpoolian, left handed Welsh 

international based in Formby and four times winner of the 

Gold Cross. He was an England international and in the same 

Oxford University team 1920-1921 as Cyril Tolley and Roger 

Wethered.
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Prestatyn Weekly, 12th

October,1935.

This report refers to 

the upcoming match 

between the newly 

formed Narwhals 

Golfing Society against 

the Hittites.

5



Liverpool Daily Post 29th Aug, 1935. 

This report describes the third match played since its inception in 1935. It notes the inaugural 

match played by the Narwhals against the Hittites and the first match against another golfing 

society.

first match played against another golfing society.

Transcript

The North Wales Golfing Society, known as the 

Narwhals, which came into being this season, 

includes all the leading golfers of North Wales. 

Matches have been played with I.S. Thomas’s Team 

and Chester Golf Club, the Narwhals losing the 

former and winning the latter fixture. On October 

13, a team of Hittite golfers led by F D Sharples, 

the captain of the Royal Liverpool Golf, will play a 

match with the Welsh Society at Prestatyn. 

If both sides are at full strength, the meeting 

should  produce some first-class golf. The 

advantage of playing at home may just give the 

Narwhals victory. Next season (writes “Calamity 

Jane”) this match will become an annual fixture 

between the societies, who will meet alternatively 

in England and Wales. 6



The Daily Post report 

(October 19th, 1935) on 

the first ever match 

played against the 

Hittites at Prestatyn.

The Hittites was the first golfing 

society that the Narwhals played 

against. This long tradition of home 

and away fixtures remains strong and 

continues to flourish in the 2020’s.
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Prestatyn Weekly, March 21st, 1936. – The Lost Golf Club 

(Spoon)!

A spoon was a higher-lofted 

wooden club, similar to a 

modern 3 wood, 5 wood or 

a 7 wood (baffy).
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Liverpool Daily Post, 30th March 

1936.

Transcript

The Hittites v Narwhals Golfing Society 

played a match of two rounds in foursomes 

against the Golfing Society of North Wales, 

on the links of the Royal Liverpool Golf 

Club at Hoylake yesterday. The Hittites 

won both rounds by two matches to one 

with one match halved in , so that the 

Hittites won on the day by 4 matches to 2.
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Liverpool Daily Post 23rd May, 1936. 

This report against Chester Golf Club notes that 

the format of play was foursomes.  Throughout 

its history, the Narwhals maintained this form of 

competitive play.

Interestingly, it is relevant to mention the 

supportive role of Geoffrey Summers. He was a 

director of John Summers Steel Works and 

received a knighthood in 1952.  As a keen golfer, 

he  promoted links between the Narwhals and 

Cheshire Clubs. He was President of the 

Narwhals from 1954 to 1972.
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Prestatyn Weekly 30 May 1936 

Narwhals v The Professionals

Prestatyn Weekly 5th June, 

1937.
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Prestatyn Weekly, 13th June, 

1936

Western Mail, 6th June, 

1936.
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Prestatyn Weekly 13th 

June, 1936

Daily Post 15th June,1937.

Summer Meeting on the Great Orme 

Golf Course.

In 2025, regrettably, the location of 

the President’s putter and the Tom 

Morris spoon are unknown.
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Liverpool Evening Express 15th December, 

1936

Why Not “Sarwhals?”

Transcript 

Why Not “Sarwhals?”

In North Wales all the leading golfers are united in the Narwhals Golfing Society. 

South Wales would do well to found a similar body for it would greatly facilitate the 

work of the selection committee. If this were done, the best players of North and 

South could meet twice year and could be  considered unofficial trial matches.

In the past the South has dominated Welsh golf, chiefly because the South has many 

more clubs than the North, but there are indications that the North is at last coming 

into its own. 

The magnificent performance of Gordon Wallis in the final of the Championship this 

year has done much to raise the hopes of the golfers in the North.

Sam Roberts won champion’s crown a couple of years ago and it needed only 

Wallis’s splendid effort to make people realise that the North has as many good 

players as the South. 

Wallis was unfortunate to be beaten by Dick de Lloyd, but he made one or two 

errors of judgment in the final stages of the game. 

He certainly justified his selection for the Welsh team and his record makes it 

appear likely that in due course he will win the Championship.  When he does so, 

and I am confident he will, it will a most popular victory because Gordon is great 

golfer,  a modest winner and a good sportsman when he loses.
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The “Sarwhals” idea is one of the most interesting articles in 

Narwhals history.   The transcript below from the Liverpool Evening 

Express, 15th Dec, 1936, is continued from the previous page.

Transcript

The Welsh Championship meeting is unique. It extends over a week and caters for every type of 

player. At most, there can be only about 20 competitors with any serious hope of winning the 

Amateur Championship of Wales, but the meeting attracts an entry running into the hundreds. The 

Welsh Golf Union rightly realises that every golfer who acquired a handicap 12 or under has a claim 

to play in the championship. If he is eliminated in the or second round; then there are many cups 

for which he can compete.

The championship meeting is an event in which all golfers in Wales look forward to and the 

championship atmosphere is that of a happy family gathering.

Ever since the International matches were started, Wales has carried the wooden spoon, but I 

repeat there is nothing matter with Welsh golf. There was the great year when Henry Howell beat 

the other three National champions. Henry is evergreen and he is playing now as well as ever he 

did. Welsh Golf owes lot to him and it is a great pity that he was never been selected for the 

Walker Cup team. Apart from his capacity as a golfer, Henry is the right type to represent this 

country abroad. He is a sportsman and gentleman in every sense.

Sam Roberts is playing well and is probably the best medal player in the whole of the country, but 

somehow he lacks the touch of inspiration that makes a truly great player.  He never makes a bad 

shot but his play is becoming rather mechanical. 

He is a true all-rounder, but he might be well advised to concentrate solely on golf. Sam is a Welsh 

Hockey International and a good badminton player. 
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Caricature of early Narwhals, from the 

Tatler Magazine,

29th September, 1937.

Transcript

The Society is composed of Welsh amateurs of high 

merit.  Among its members are some famous Welsh 

internationals and they can always field a very strong 

side in their matches against clubs and county teams. 

S.B. Roberts, who was the Welsh Amateur Champion in 

1934, has been playing grand golf lately. In the 

International Series this year in Ireland he was 

undefeated against England, Ireland, and Scotland, not 

losing a match in singles or foursomes. In the opposite 

page are some very well-known players of North Wales 

and a very cheery crowd of golfers they are. A narwhal, 

in its natural state, is a sea animal of the dolphin tribe, 

which carries a single long tusk projecting like a horn in 

front of it. Scoresby describes narwhals as ‘extremely 

playful.’
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Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic news, Friday 9th

April, 1937 (Part 1)
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Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, Friday 9th April, 1937 (Part 2)

18



The 1937 match at 

Formby G.C. against 

Mr I.S.Thomas’s team.

Prestatyn Weekly, 4th June, 1938.

Match against the Wooltonians.
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Daily Post June 21st,1939.

v The Hittites
Prestatyn Weekly, 29th April, 1939. (Spring 

Meeting at Sealand Golf Club.)
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Prestatyn Weekly May 20th,1939.

A strong Narwhals team 

with 3 Welsh Internationals 

(Roberts, Wallis and Hall) 

leading the team to a 

convincing victory.
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Henry Cotton’s 

Exhibition Match at 

Rhyl, 1940, raising 

funds for World War 11.

John Morris (Rhyl Golf Club Professional), Dick Burton (1939 Open Champion) Sam Roberts, 

Henry Cotton (Open Champion 1934, 1937 and 1948) Sam Roberts (who won the Welsh 

Championship in three different decades.)

22



In 1947, four Narwhals competed in the semi-finals of the Welsh Amateur 

Championships at Harlech. Sam Roberts beat Jim Breen Turner 8&7 in the final.

Sam Robert on his way to winning the Welsh 

Championship at Royal St David’s in 1947, 

beating fellow Narwhal and Welsh 

International, Jim Breen Turner.
Prominent Narwhal International golfers 

with almost 150 appearances for Wales 

between the 1930’s and 1950’s.

Henry Howell       Sam Roberts   Tony Duncan    Jim Breen T
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Sam Roberts from Prestatyn - a 

very successful Narwhal in the 

1930’s, 40’s and 50’s
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Article from the 1940s – The North 

Wales Weekly news 17th June, 1948

Transcript

Welsh International Mervyn Jones (Maesdu, Llandudno) just 

failed to retain the North Wales Golfing Union’s 36-hole 

Championship trophy on the West Shore (Llandudno) course on 

Saturday – but he established a new amateur record for the 

course with a morning round of 64. His afternoon score was 

76. 

The new champion is Major Hobley Eaves (Prestatyn). 

Secretary of the Narwhals Golfing Society, who was partnered 

by A. M. Goodwin (Conway), the Caernarvonshire Champion. 

Major Eaves returned scores of 70 and 71, Goodwin 76 and 77. 

Twenty-six competed for the championship. and other leading 

aggregates included: W. J. Roberts ( Maesdu, a Welsh trialist) 

73-71-144, S. B. Roberts (Prestatyn, Welsh international and 

ex-Welsh and North Wales Golfing Union champion) 74-71-145; 

John V. Moody (Conway), ex-Welsh champion and 

international, 74-73-147. Mervyn Jones, partnered by E. 0. 

Davies (North Wales), had eight birdies in his record round. He 

was out in 34 and home in 32. His score card read:—3 4 5 4 4 4 

3 3 4 / 3 4 4 2 5 3 4 3 4 25



Sam Roberts’s participation in 

this high profile event shows 

that he was one of the leading 

amateurs at that time.

This framed 

programme is on 

display at the Royal 

Lytham & St Anne’s 

Golf Club.
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Prominent amateurs 

included Gerald 

Micklem, Henry 

Longhurst and 

Honorary Narwhal, 

A.A. (Tony) Duncan 

from Southerndown.
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Open Champions 

taking part, included

Alf Perry (1935), Alf 

Padgham (1936), Reg 

Whitcombe (1938), 

Dick Burton (1939) &

Fred Daly (1947) 

Dai Rees, the 

renowned Welsh 

golfer also 

competed.
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Western Mail 22nd December, 1949

Transcript

OUTSTANDING WELSH GOLFERS C. Hobley Eaves By 

John V. Moody.

Born in Birmingham in 1912 Charles 'Hobley Eaves 

has been one of our most consistent golfers for a 

number of years, but has never won the Welsh 

Amateur Championship. 

In 1936 he won the Llangatock Bowl—regarded as the 

unofficial stroke-play championship—during the 

Welsh championship meeting at Aberdovey and also 

the handicap event. running concurrently, for the 

Duncan Shield. Represented Wales in international 

matches in 1935-36- 37 and ‘38. Served in the Army 

during the war, attaining the rank of major. and 

although badly wounded he soon got back into his 

stride when competitive golf restarted after the war. 

In 1946, in the first post-war Welsh championship, he 

reached the semi-final at Royal Porthcawl, the 

furthest he had ever progressed in the event. Won 

the North Wales championship at the North Wales 

Golf Club, 1948, with a score of 141, which equalled 

S. B. Roberts's low aggregate for the event, made at 

Rhos-on-Sea in 1937. Was runner- up in the same 

competition in 1933. 

In 1948 he also won the Harlech "Gold 

Cross "—the premier North Wales 

"open" stroke event during the Royal 

St. David's meeting and lowered the 

course record of 68 by one stroke. Has 

represented Wales in all post-war 

international matches. Has been joint 

hon. secretary of the "Narwhals"—well-

known North Wales Golfing Society—

since its inception in 1935 and is a 

member of the Rhyl, Prestatyn, Royal 

St David's and Royal Liverpool Clubs. 

Also a member of the "Hittite" Society. 

Eaves began playing almost as soon as 

he could walk, mostly at Rhyl and still 

spends a great amount of time at the 

game. He is not a powerful player. but 

is usually very accurate with both 

wood and iron shots. Normally a sound 

putter, he Is, perhaps a better medal 

than a match-player.
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Liverpool Daily Post, March 

23rd, 1950. 

Spring meeting.
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Daily Post 26 April 1950

Match against Portmarnock Golf Club.

Playing in this match was Joe Carr, one of the 

greatest amateur golfers of all time and in his 

golfing prime.

He played international golf for Ireland for a 

remarkable 22 years from 1947 to 1969. He 

played in a record (for both sides) 10 Walker 

Cups teams.

He was made Captain of the R & A in 1991-92 

and was inducted into the World Golf Hall of 

Fame posthumously in 2007.

The report opposite notes that in his singles 

match against W J Roberts at Royal St David’s, 

he went round in 64 strokes, with a 6 on the 

10th hole!

This fixture indicates that the Narwhals was a 

well respected golfing society and included 

numerous Welsh internationals.
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Weekly News report on October 12th, 1950 describing 

Mervyn Jones’s selection as a Walker Cup trialist.

Mervyn and his partner, 

W.J. Branch, losing 4&2 

in the final to James 

Bruen (Cork) and 

W.D.Smithers (Long 

Ashton)

Jimmy Bruen (1920—

1972) was regarded as 

Ireland’s first golfing 

superstar, the Rory 

McIIroy of his time. 

British Amateur 

Champion in 1946.
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Liverpool Daily Post 

10th July, 1952.

Narwhals defeat Hittites

Transcript

The annual match between the Hittites 

Golfing Society and the Narwhals Golfing 

Society was played over the Royal Liverpool 

course and resulted in a victory for the 

Narwhals by 6 matches to 2 with two halved.
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Sam Roberts on his way to winning the Welsh Championships at 

Prestatyn in 1953.
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Report from the Irish Times, May 

4th, 1953.

The Narwhals v Portmarnock G.C.
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A sample of a match scorecard from 

Delamere Forest in 1953.

The Narwhals fielded a very strong team comprising of 50% 

Welsh internationals.
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The Green Book 
(A record of meetings, matches and 

membership details)

Soon after Jim Corson became the 

Society’s Assistant Secretary on 4th

April, 1954, he started to compile 

a record of all matches and 

meetings in ‘The Green Book. ’

He performed the role of Hon. 

Secretary for almost 30 years from 

1955 to 1984. 

37



Extracts from the Green book.

Jim Corson’s first match report as the 

Assistant Secretary, 25th April, 1954

Below is an extract showing that Jim Corson kept 

a record of appearances for each member during 

1956. He continued this systematic practice 

throughout his role as the secretary. This provides 

an important historical reference for the events 

and membership of the Narwhals.
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Details of our first match with The Wigorns

Golfing Society in 1950.
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Match v The Wigorns on 25th July, 1954. 

It is relevant 

to note 

matches 

against the 

Wigorns

started in 

1950.

This trophy 

was 

presented to 

the Wigorns

by Elly Evans.
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Spring meeting May 8th, 1955

The appointment of Vivian 

Jones as the Captain.

Also the appointment of Jim 

Corson, as the Secretary of 

the Society on the retirement 

of Hobley Eaves.

Hobley was thanked for all he 

had done for the Society 

during his 19 years as 

Secretary.

Hobley made numerous 

appearances as a Welsh 

International in 1935, 36, 

47,48 and 1949.
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Autumn meeting October 13th, 1957 

at the Carnarvonshire Golf Club.
Some good performances by Welsh internationals 

Edgar Mills and Jim Breen Turner .

Also, a fixture discussed with the Newcastle 

County Down Club through Peckover Burhill.
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An extract from the members’ 

attendance record for 1957.

Narwhals v Royal County Down G.C. in  

1958

This was the 

first time 

that the 

Narwhals 

visited Royal 

County 

Down.
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A report in the Prestatyn 

Weekly on 16th May, 1959, 

on the match against the 

Three Counties team at 

Borth.
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The Hittites, July 19th 1959. It is interesting to note that the Autumn meeting 

was held at Delamere forest with two 

internationals winning the cups!! (Mervyn Jones 

and Tony Moss). The Narwhals had created strong 

links with Delamere Forest.
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The Three Counties match at 

Harlech in 1960. 
The Blasters at Mere G.C. in 1960
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The Old 

Lerpoolians

at 

Aberdovey

in 1960.

Wilmslow 

G.C. 

match on 

23rd April 

1961.
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The Jubilee Dinner to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of 

the Narwhals in 1961. (One year late as the Society was 

formed in 1935!)
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October 7th, 1961 

Autumn Meeting at 

Trearddur Bay. 

Edgar Mills was a 

regular winner at 

these meetings.

Sir Geoffrey Summers, a 

strong Narwhals supporter 

was presented with a silver 

salver by the members on 

the occasion of his 70th

birthday.
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Narwhals v Royal 

Blackheath, 31st March, 

1963.
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Narwhals match against the 

Midland Juniors on 15th September, 1963.
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The Erratics v The Narwhals at Harlech 

on Sept 29th, 1963.
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Autumn meeting, 1964, 

at Holyhead. Some 

excellent scores by Cup 

winners, Edgar Mills 

and Jim Breen Turner.
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Prestatyn Weekly

21st March, 1964. Jim Corson

Jim Corson (Narwhals Secretary for 30 years) 

pictured below with Jeff Toye, runner-up to 

Narwhal, Ted Davies in the 1969 Welsh 

Championship at Royal Porthcawl.
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Weekly News 6th April 1967

Narwhal Trophy winner, Laurence 

Roobottom.

Transcript

First winner of a silver bowl given 

by Sir Geoffrey Summers. President 

of the Narwhals Golf Society is 19 

years old Laurence Roobottom

(Rhos-on-Sea and Caernarvonshire). 

The trophy is for annual 

competition at the society's spring 

meeting - for the best net return -

and Roobottom at Royal St. 

David's, on Sunday. returned 4-70. 

His 74 also led the scratch returns, 

but the prize went to Maesdu's

Welsh international. Edgar Mills. 

who got a 75. Roobottom, 

Denbighshire Union champion, 

reached a semi-final of the Welsh 

Amateur Championship and gained 

international honours in 1967.

The silver bowl has been 

lost!
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Letters from Jim Corson

to Clive Brown in 1969.
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The Spring meeting on 30th March,1969, at Conway.

welcomed four new members, CT Brown (future treasurer) WG (Wil 

Bach) future captain, 2004-06,  J Roger Jones, (JR) (future President) 

and David Walsh from Holyhead.
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Match against the Windcheaters at Royal County Down, 

September, 1967
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Daily Post 29th December, 1970

Transcript

Wales golf tour by Tom Conway 

UNIVERSITY OF WALES golf team of ten 

representatives of the seven member 

colleges is expected to meet the Welsh 

Training Colleges and Narwhals Society on a 

weekend tour of North Wales in March. The 

University side will be selected after the 

University of Wales championship at 

Pennard in early March and is expected to 

include eight from Cardiff. Among them the 

captain Andrew Morgan (Newport) and the 

combined colleges’ champion and Welsh 

international Clive Brown (Maesdu)
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Match against the Oxford & Cambridge Golfing Society 1st

August, 1971

The Narwhals fielded a very strong side for this match with a number of 

internationals and low handicappers. Ted Davies, Dave McLean, Barry Owen and Jim 

Breen Turner.
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Barry Owen, Hawarden, played in 

the match against The Oxford & 

Cambridge Golfing Society, just 

before he gained international 

honours in 1971.
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Some of the Narwhals in the North Wales Team v South Wales in 1972.

From left to right:

Edgar Mills, Geoff Muscutt, 

Dave McLean & Clive brown.
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This was a very busy year of fixtures with the Narwhals 

playing a total of eight matches against the following:

University of Wales at Prestatyn,

Delamere Forest G C at Delamere,

D P Jones’ Cheshire Team at

Prestatyn,

Hittites at Hoylake,

Three Counties at Aberystwyth,

Wilmslow G C at Wilmslow,

Old Lerpoolians at Prestatyn &

Windcheaters at Prestatyn

1973
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The Narwhals Golfing Society was well represented in the 

Home Internationals in 1973 with four members, Dave 

McLean, Clive Brown, J.R. and Ted Davies being selected.
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Match v Delamere Forest G.C. April 

21st 1974 at Prestatyn. Match v The Hittites at 

Harlech, 25th July, 1974.
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Spring Meeting at North Wales Golf Club

April 20th, 1975

Transcript

The meeting has a lengthy discussion on the Society’s finances following  the Hon Secretary’s report 

which clearly showed present income was insufficient to meet inflated costs. It was eventually agreed 

that the annual subscription should be raised to £7 for all members with the exception of students 

which abolished the age group membership & that a charge of £7 per player should be imposed at all 

matches to help cover the cost of entertaining our guests.

An offer to help with finances from R Gizzi was gratefully accepted.

Financial problems!
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JR wins the inaugural Aberconwy Trophy in 1976
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Weekly News report (December 11th, 1980)

on the Narwhals Winter Competition.
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Strong representation from the 

Muscutt family in the match against 

Wilmslow on 5th September, 1982.

Geoff and his two sons, Paul and 

Noel.

It is also interesting to note the appearance of 

a well-known International footballer as a 

member of the Narwhals – Mike England, MBE.
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The Executive Committee in 1984Match v North Wales Juniors, 1983
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Match v The North Wales 

Juniors, 27th March, 1973,
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The final match report in the ‘Green 

Book’ in 1984.
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Welsh 
Northern 

Counties LGU

Three Counties 
Golfing Union

The Hittites 
G.S.

Delamere G.S.

Portmarnock
G.C.

The Wogorn
G.S.

Mr H 
Humphreys’s

Cheshire Team

The Blasters 
G.S.

Old 
Lerpoolians

Royal County 
Down G.C.

Delamere 
Forest G.C. 

Wilmslow G.C.

The Ascers

Royal 
Blackheath 

G.C.

Midland 
Juniors

The Erratics
G.S. 

The Oxford & 
Cambridge 

G.S.

The 
Windcheaters 

G.S.

D P Jones’s 
Cheshire team

University of 
Wales Team

North Wales 
Juniors

Dyfed Golfing 
Union 1984

Narwhals 

Fixtures 

between 

1954 and 

1984.
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25th February, 1985.

A reply by Norman Jones (Treasurer) to a letter from Ted Davies who was 

concerned at the diminishing number of Narwhals members. He noted that a total 

of 34 had not paid their subscriptions.

In terms of tracing the history of the Narwhals, it is regrettable that no records of 

fixtures or meetings are available from 1984 to 1995.
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This framed copy of the origins of 

the Oxford & Cambridge Golfing 

Society in 1897, was presented to 

the Narwhals on August 3rd, 1985.
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Daily Post 19th March, 1986, Narwhals 50th Anniversary.

The Narwhals open their season 

next Sunday against North Wales 

Boys at Conwy and the team is: 

John (Jim) Bolger (Prestatyn) who 

is in his second year as the 

society’s captain Treasurer Norman 

Jones (Holywell) John Brindley 

(Prestatyn) John Nicholas, Nick 

Francis (Abergele) Eddie Gorst

(Conwy) Eddie Grace (Maesdu) 

Howard Rutherford (Oswestry 

former Cambridge Blue Geoffrey 

Muscutt (Conwy) and Steve McKay 

(Prestatyn)

Transcript 

Narwhals celebrate 

half a century by 

Tom Conway 

THE NARWHALS 

Golfing Society 

founded at Prestatyn 

in 1935-36 

celebrates its 50th 

anniversary at Royal 

St David’s Harlech 

during the autumn 

meeting in 

September.
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With such a long association with our friendly partner Golfing Societies, the 

Narwhals have been invited to celebrate special anniversaries with others, such 

The Oxford and Cambridge Golfing Society and The Erratic Golfing Society.
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Letter to Norman Jones, Treasurer, January 1st, 1987, from Jim Breen Turner, sharing ideas on 

how to promote the profiler of the Society.
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Weekly News March 3rd, 1988 on the forthcoming 

match against the North Wales Boys team.
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26th July, 1993.

The need to resurrect the Narwhals!

Letter from Norman 

Jones (Treasurer) to 

Clive Brown (and a 

similar one to JR) 

thanking them for 

showing an interest in 

the ‘resurrection’ and 

future of the 

Narwhals.
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Letter to Larry Nichols, Secretary, from Myles Clark, on March 9th, 1996, 

concerned about the existence of the Narwhals.
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Jim Corson’s final entry in the Green Book. 

Spring meeting at Prestatyn on March 25th, 

1984.

Transcript of an extract from the meeting.

At the AGM in the late afternoon J Bolger was 

unanimously elected as captain for the next two 

years. H.N.M. Jones was re-elected as Hon. 

Treasurer & J.L. Nicholas was elected to the post of 

Hon. Secretary on the retirement of J.S.Corson after 

31 years. The meeting unanimously elected 

J.S.Corson a Vice President & a life member of the 

Society in recognition of his long period of service in 

the past as Hon. Secretary.

The Missing Records of meetings and 

matches.

Regrettably, no records have been 

made available (or lost) for the period 

between 1984 and 1995.

Evidence of some meetings and 

matches is available in the ‘Red Book’ 

from 28th February, 1996 to 14th

October, 2024.
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From February 28th, 1996 to October 14th, 2024. evidence of some 

meetings and fixtures was collected from the ‘Red Book.’ 
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Difficult times for the 

Narwhals. Would the Society 

survive or fold in 1996?

JR begins to secure the future of the Narwhals
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A promising start to the revival of the Society in 1996.

It is important to note the 

retirement of H N (Norman) Jones 

after 21 years loyal service as the 

Society’s Hon. Treasurer. 86



Was this the first appearance of the 

‘Tooth’ on October 11th, 1998?

At the Spring meeting in 1998, 

H. C. Cosgrove was thanked for 

his gift of the carved Narwhal. 

However, in Sam Roberts’s 

Scrapbook, it is noted that 

‘Sam’s brother-in-law, Charles 

Glover, Ministry of Supply in 

WW11, presented the society 

with a Narwhal’s tooth in the 

early 50’s, mounted on wood by 

Sam’s joiners as an emblem.’

Cup winner J R Parry with 

the Captain, Ian Hughes, JR 

(Secretary) and a 

tooth!(sometimes referred 

to incorrectly as a ‘tusk.’)
87



From 1996, the Spring and 

Autumn meetings were well 

supported but the revival of 

fixtures against other teams 

and golfing societies was not 

yet re-established.

Match v 

Royal St 

David’s G.C. 

1999.
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2003
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JR on official duties as the Senior R&A 

Referee at The Home internationals in 

Blairgowrie, 2002.
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JR and Jason Shufflebotham are 

amongst a group of only six golfers 

who have won the Welsh Amateur 

Championship in consecutive years. JR 

who was a member of Langland Bay 

when he was victorious in 1983 & 

1984.

Shuff was a member of Prestatyn 

when he won in 2011 & 2012.

Highly significant in the history of Welsh golf, 

and an outstanding achievement, is that JR is 

the only golfer to have won the Welsh Strokeplay

Championship in consecutive years – (Wrexham in 

1972 & in Conwy in 1973.)



Gwilym Pritchard 

(Captain) and Karl 

Lutz.
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Narwhals trophies.

Unfortunately, the President’s Putter and the ‘Spoon’ 

club have been lost. Also 

missing is the rosebowl and a stainlees steel Narwhal 

donated by Sir Geoffrey Summers.

The Ewart Cup was presented by F.K.Ewart, the first 

President of the society in 1936.

The Douglas Hall Cup is presented to the player with 

the best gross score at the Spring & Autumn 

meetings. Douglas Hall from Bangor was a Welsh 

international in 1932 & 1937.
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Phil Jones and JR, 

Irish Seniors 

Champions, 2004 

at Roscommon

Also competing at this event was Roy 

Smethurst, reputed to be one of the 

best senior golfers in the world. He 

represented Cheshire 186 times  and 

accumulated 116 senior 

international caps for England. He 

enjoyed considerable success at 

senior level including four English 

titles, one British, one European, 

two French and four Amateur medals 

as leading amateur in the British 

Senior Open.
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Match v North Wales Boys, 2004. Two future internationals, 

Lee and Shuff in the early days of their golfing careers!
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After an absence of 36 years, 

the fixture against the Oxford 

& Cambridge Golfing Society 

was revived.
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2011 Match v The Windcheaters at Royal County 

Down

On the first tee, Narwhals 

Kevin Bostock and Elly Evans.

JR and Cooley

The Windcheater’s Team
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The report below by Elly Evans (Secretary)

illustrates his crucial role in re-establishing links 

with our long-standing partner golfing societies.
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Match v The Plovers 

at RSD 9th Sept, 

2012
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The Hittites match at Royal Liverpool June 2013

The tooth being carried by 

Richard Hooper.

Narwhal, Eric Howells, addressing his 

captive audience!
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Planning for the match against the Windcheaters at Royal St 

David’s, August 24th, 2013.

Membership in December 2013, included 42 playing 

members and 5 Narwhal Dinner Guests.
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Match at Royal St David’s 2013 v The Windcheaters 

Evening entertainment provided by a local choir.
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Letter to Eric Howells, Captain, 

from 

Brendan Cashell, Captain of the 

Windcheaters Golfing Society. 26th

August, 2013.
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2015, The  Leatherjackets at Burnham 

& Berrow G.C.
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The Hittites at Royal St Davids, July, 

2015

Rod Gizzi following the 

local choir.
Neil Mc Burney with the 

Match Trophy
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2015 Royal County Down

Allan Cooley in good voice!
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Spring meeting, 2016 

participants.
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Response sheet for the 

match against Denbigh 

Golf Club, 2016
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2015 Match Calendar and availability.
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A very successful visit by the Windcheaters in 2017. 

Planning sheet prepared and organised by Elly Evans, 

Secretary.
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The Windcheaters visit, 2017.
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AGM 2017
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The Leatherjackets Match, 2018.
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Membership numbers in 2018.

At the Autumn Meeting, 2018, Elly Evans, Secretary, reported 

that the current membership profile showed that there was 

only a relatively small group of truly active members.  This is 

reflected in the table below for the period 2017-2019.

The successful recruitment of senior North Wales golfers 10 

years ago suggested that by now, they didn’t feel competent 

in playing foursomes matches off scratch. Consequently, there 

was a need to recruit more members.

Limited Availability Occasional Availability Regular Availability

21 18 12
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The Erratics match at 

Royal Porthcawl. June 2019

Eric Howells and Guy Watson 

having the honour of carrying 

the Tooth!
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Narwhals who have won the Welsh Strokeplay

Championship.

Ted Davies in 1967 & 

1971

Jimmy Buckley, 

1977
Michael Calvert

1986119



Narwhals who have won the Welsh 

Strokeplay Championship

JR 1972, 1973 & 1982
Dave McLean 1975 & 

1979
Terry Melia 1980

120



The following section includes contributions from members, 

celebrating individual and team successes over the years.

The successful Flintshire team captained by Karl 

Lutz. Karl was the Flintshire County Champion 

in 1998 and represented the Union of Flintshire 

Golf Clubs over five decades from the mid 1970s 

to 2014. Karl has been very active in Flintshire 

golf, having been County Captain and County 

Seniors Captain. He was President of the North 

Wales Counties Golf Association from 2017 to 

2019 and in 2025 was the NWCGA Seniors 

Captain.

Also pictures is a future two-time Welsh 

Champion! Guess who?
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Arthur Jones

Arguably on of the best 

North Walian and Narwhal 

golfer not to gain 

international honours. Arthur 

achieved much success in 

local, regional and national 

competitions, plus an 

outstanding performance in 

reaching the semi-final of 

the Spanish Amateur 

Championship.

122



Arthur Jones (cntd)
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Arthur beats future World Number 1 and Masters 

champion, Ian Woosnam at the Welsh Championships.
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A very narrow miss by one 

shot in qualifying to play in 

the (British) Open!

John Lewis, Captain of 

Denbighshire and a 

Narwhal, presenting the 

County Championship 

Trophy. 
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W G Jones (Will Bach) 

Captain of the Narwhals 

(2004-2006) and a very 

successful amateur golfer 

in the North Wales region.
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127

Will was an 

exceptionally 

accurate 

golfer with an 

excellent short 

game.
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Will, as a member of four clubs (Bangor, Conwy, Mold

& Porthmadog) had considerable success in the 

different County Championships of North wales.
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Will Bach was a prominent member 

of Conwy Golf Club’s Scratch Team, 

which comprised of all Narwhals!!

1973 Welsh team Champions at 

Ashburnham

Welsh Team Champions  

at Royal St David’s.
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Contributions from  former Narwhal, Noel Muscutt, Captain 

of the Wigorns Golfing Society (2025) and son of the late 

Geoff Muscutt. Geoff, as Captain 

of Conwy Golf 

Club at the 

presentation 

ceremony for the 

Martini 

Professional Golf 

Tournament in 

1971.

Geoff Muscutt was a 

former Cambridge 

Blue in 1955,56 & 

57. Also Captain of 

the Narwhals in 

1973/74.

Continuing the 

tradition of being a 

Captain of a Golfing 

Society, Geoff’s son, 

Noel, became 

Captain of The 

Wigorns Golfing 

Society is Captain In 

2025.

Daily Post, 31st 

March,1969.

Winner at the 

Narwhals Spring 

Meeting. 
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Caernarvonshire County Team, 1983
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Narwhal, Mike Calvert, as a member 

of Welsh International Teams

Wales Men Lahinch 1987
Wales Men 1989 Ganton
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Wales Men County Sligo 1991 Royal St David’s 1986

135



Mike Calvert (cntd)

Snowdonia Trophy 1986, Murhof, Austria

Wales Men 1986 Snowdonia Trophy – Murhof, 

Austria

Richard Morris Keith Williams Mike Calvert Clive 

Brown (Capt) Dave Wood Neil Roderick Dave 

McLean

Wales Men 1984 Snowdonia Trophy -

Aalborg, Denmark

Back

Row Neil Roderick Phillip Parkin

Front Row John Roger Jones Paul Mayo Steve 

Jones Iestyn Tucker (Capt) John Treharne (Sec 

WGU) Mike Calvert
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Jason Shufflebottom (Shuff), competing at top 

amateur events.

On his way to being a losing 

semi-finalist in the British 

Amateur at Royal Lytham in 

2007

The St Andrews 

Trophy squad at 

Portmarnock.
137

As previously mentioned, Shuff and JR are 

amongst a group of only six golfers who 

have won the Welsh Amateur 

Championship in consecutive years. Shuff

was a member of Prestatyn when he won 

in 2011 & 2012.



Shuff as a member of the 

Welsh team, home 

internationals, Glasgow 

Gailes, 2012.
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George Smith

The original Narwhals tie, donated by 

George at the Spring Meeting, 2026.

‘I remember the event to this day.

The prize was 5 guineas (more than 

one weeks wages) and a set of 4 

leather head covers in Tan 

and Cream.

The also unusual aspect can be found 

if you count the clubs.

It was a half-set:-

2 wood + 4 wood (Dai Rees 

persimmon) + 6 irons and a putter.

The irons were ‘Ben Sayers Monarch’ 

and with a sole so thin you could use 

them to slice cheese.

My last 3 holes in rd 2 were probably 

the best I have ever played.

Should be : 3 - 5 - 5

I shot : 2 - 3 - 3

Such were the joys of youth and no 

bad back to hinder you.’
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Christmas card 2012

Christmas card 2014140



Match v The 

Wigorns,2014
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Martin Jones, Ewart Cup 

Winner, 2016
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The Narwhals Society was strongly 

represented in the Denbighshire County 

Teams in the 1970’s.
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Match against the Moles at Royal St 

David’s in 2021. 

Covid restricted dining!
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Hittites match results, 2021.
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The Hittites match at Royal Liverpool, June 

2021.
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The Vikings match,

9th September, 2021
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2023
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Zoom meeting to elect a new President.  

Following the successful resumption of fixtures 

after Covid, it was deemed necessary to adopt a 

revised structure for future fixtures and 

meetings.

It is important to note that 

the committee acknowledged 

the invaluable work and 

commitment  that Elly Evans,  

had put into his role as 

Secretary since 2008. 

2022
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The Narwhals visit to the 

Kummelians at Nairn, 2023.
A Narwhal taking the scenic route at Nairn, 

2023!
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2023 Nairn

Bobby Jones’s putter 

from 1927. 151



Match at Nairn, 2023
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The Erratics

at Royal St 

David’s in  

2023
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The Flatcaps at Portmarnock, 2024
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Dai Thomas & Kevin Walsh 

enjoying the 2024 Autumn 

Meeting at Prestatyn. 
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Match at Royal County Down 2025
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Spring meeting at Conwy 2025

The conclusion of Clive’s 

presentation to members on his role 

and experiences as Captain of the 

R&A (2024)
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Flat Caps Society v The Narwhals at Portmarnock, 16th

September, 2024.
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Match v The Hittites, 21st June, 2025 at Royal Liverpool.
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The Windcheaters at Royal County Down 

July 2025

Holding the tooth is David 

Maher, President & CEO 

Acushnet (parent company of 

Titleist & Footjoy)
A friendly start to the match!
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2025 The Windcheaters meeting

A tied match with the Narwhals retaining the 

Cooley Cup!
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Windcheaters 2025 (cntd)
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Royal County Down v the Windcheaters.

July 12th, 2025. 

The historic tied match and the Narwhals 

retaining the Cooley Cup!

Some highlights from Jamie 

Hughes, Narwhals Captain, 

2024/25.
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2025 Our inaugural match against The Flat Caps from 

Northern Ireland at Royal St David’s G.C.
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Spring Meeting, Conwy, 2025.

Special memories for Jamie Hughes, (2025 Captain) recalling his family’s 

connections with the Narwhals since 1954.

JR (President), Jamie Hughes 

(Captain) & Clive Brown, 

discussing the ‘Green Book’. 

This is the book written by Jim 

Corson, in his role as the 

Honorary secretary from 1954 to 

1985.

A special page for Jamie!

This page shows the results of a 

match against the Old 

Lerpoolians at Prestatyn on 

October 7th, 1973. It shows that 

Hevin Hughes (Jamie’s Father) 

and Ian Hughes (Jamie’s Uncle) 

played together as brothers for 

the first time as fellow Narwhals 

and scored a successful point! 

Ian was a Welsh International 

between 1954 and 1956 and was 

invited to become a Narwhal on 

24th October, 1954.
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Jamie Hughes, Captain in 2024 -25 and following in the 

footsteps of his father and uncle.

Jamie’s father, Hevin, 

was invited to join the 

Narwhals on October 

6th, 1956.

It was 68 years later 

that Jamie was 

honoured to be 

appointed Captain of 

the Narwhals in 2024.

Attendance record 

showing Hevin as an 

active Narwhal.

Jim Corson kept an 

accurate record of 

those who attended 

matches and 

meetings.
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Extract from the Autumn meeting, 

October 7th, 1956, when Hevin

Hughes was invited to be a 

Narwhal.

At the same meeting, it is interesting to 

note that the Secretary was asked to write a 

letter of congratulation to Tom Jones (Clive 

Brown’s grandfather) the Professional at 

Maesdu Golf Club, on his appointment as 

Captain of the Professional Golfer’s 

Association.
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October 7th, 1973

Brothers, Ian and Hevin

Hughes, played together in 

this match, securing a 

point in the morning 

foursomes. 
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Hevin’s appearancess in 

1957.

Attendance record 

showing Hefin as an 

active Narwhal.

Jim Corson kept an 

accurate record of 

those who attended 

matches and 

meetings.
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Vale of 
Llangollen 

G.C.

The Moles G.S.

Denbighshire 
Seniors

The Erratics
G.S.

The Flatcaps
G.S.

The Oxford & 
Cambridge 

G.S.

The
Kummelians

North Wales 
Boys

Icelandic 
Vikings

The 
Leatherjackets 

G.S..

Royal  St 
David’s G.C.

The Plovers The
Windcheaters

The Hittites 
G.S.

Denbigh 
Scratch Team

The Wigorns

Narwhals Fixtures between 1985 

and 2025.
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The Winter Warmer - A new initiative initiated by Martin Jones, Secretary, at 

Rhyl Golf Club on 30th Dec 2025. The Narwhals return to their roots!

Duncan Whittaker’s 

victory speech.

There is a very close connection between the Narwhals and Rhyl G.C. with Rhyl 

member, L Peckover Burhill, becoming the Narwhal’s secretary in1937. Matches were 

also the venue for regular matches over the years. Coincidentally, Rhyl G.C. (founded 

in 1890) and designed by James Braid, is one of the oldest clubs in Wales, similar to the 

Narwhals, which is the second oldest golfing society in Wales.  The Erratics Golfing 

Society, established in 1924, has the honour of being the oldest society.
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Following concerns about the future of the Narwhals raised by prominent members 

(Ted Davies, Myles Clark and Jim Breen Turner) in 1985, 1987 and 1996 respectively,  

the Society has successfully overcome some difficult challenges and can now 

confidently look forward to celebrating its centenary in 2035. 

2035!
With thanks to the all those Narwhals and members of our partner societies for their 

valuable contributions in the preparation of this pictorial archive.
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